Master of International Relations 国际关系
What is the program about?

The program is to prepare the ground for those who would play the leading role in the fields of international relations, foreign affairs and other public policy fields under the background of globalization. Students will take a variety of courses, including International Relations Theory, Comparative Politics, Foreign Policy Analysis etc., which will also cover information related to China’s actual conditions, especially China’s foreign policy and relations with other countries. 

How long does the program last?


The two-year master’s program will be fully taught in English and provides several different research concentrations, like International Cooperation, Regional Studies (Europe, East Asia), International Security, Chinese Foreign Policy, and China and the World. Upon the completion of the program, graduates will earn a Master’s Degree of International Relations, recognized by the Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China.

Who is eligible to apply?

Applicants should have a Bachelor’s degree in political science, economics, law, education, history, or linguistics. Admission of candidates who do not meet this criterion may be approved if satisfactory evidence of postgraduate study, research or professional experience can be provided.

How to Graduate?

Credit Requirements 学分要求
The total credits for the program are no less than 30, of which no less than 18 credits are for compulsory (core) courses.

Master’s Thesis硕士论文要求

In the second year, the students must finish their Master’s thesis, and defend it in the fourth semester (in mid-May). The students must work closely with their advisor to define a focused topic and conduct the research. Graduates should also be bold and actively engaged in research activities, and strive to publish papers in academic journals. 

Scholarships：
Chinese Government Scholarship

Number of scholarships Assigned: 30
Standard of Scholarship: full scholarship, which covers tuition fee, accommodation fee, registration fee, and basic teaching materials fee; 

Besides, medical insurance is covered, cost of living (RMB 1,700 per month for masters, 2,000 for doctors) is provided.  
Program Courses:


Core Courses: 核心课程
3 credits for each course
· Comparative Politics

This course aims to familiarize students with the basic concepts used in the study of comparative politics. Through the use of technology-mediated learning, we shall examine conceptual issues such as state building, regime types, governance, democratic transition, diverse forms of representation, election systems, political culture as well as a comparative look at different types of government institutions. Within this broad array of concepts we will examine topics such as globalization, development/underdevelopment and liberalization. Through this course students will learn to implement comparative approaches and to become better able to examine current events in a more analytical and informed fashion. 

· International Relations Theory

This course deals with contemporary International Relations Theory. The goal of the course is to introduce students to the systematical theory on building of international relations by outlining the developments of different theory approaches, analyzing their basic ontological, epistemological and methodological assumptions, and testing their validity through case studies. Students will read a number of the leading theoretical contributions within the discipline and discuss them in interactive lectures. The module can strengthen students’ ability to describe, explain and predicate developments in world politics. 

· Major Issues in International Politics

This course will begin with basic elements of the study of international politics: actors, goals, means, consequences of state interactions and provides students with the background and conceptual tools they need to understand contemporary international politics. The course will introduce students to a wide range of issues, including the workings of the state system, the causes of international conflict, and international economic relations. Students will be introduced to the literature in a broad way and they are able to familiar with the main theoretical traditions in the field. We will also examine topics of particular current interest such as the evolving nature of power in the post Cold War environment and special global challenges like nation-building and ongoing international conflicts. 

· Foreign Policy Analysis

The objective of this course (FPA) is to introduce students to theories of foreign policy analysis, using a levels-of-analysis approach, and then to apply that theoretical framework in an analysis of case studies drawn primarily from the field of china’s foreign policy. The course provides a survey of theoretical perspectives on the sources of foreign policy organized by level of analysis, moving from individual level approaches to decision-groups, from domestic level approaches to state attributes and systemic theories. In addition to providing a survey of relevant scholarly literature, the course will also focus on a series of policy-oriented case studies. Our objective is to integrate theory and policy, debating the merits of alternative theoretical approaches in the context of specific historical case studies of the policy-making process. 

· Contemporary China Foreign policy

This course is designed to survey major topics of the foreign policy of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). It begins with a brief introduction of a historical review of China’s role of the pre-modern world. The main body of the courses includes: (1) the development of Chinese foreign policy after the founding of the PRC, (2) China’s foreign policy towards different countries or on different issues, (3) the domestic determinants and foreign policy decision-making in China, (4) current issues in and future of China’s foreign policy. In particular, this course intends to review the implications of the rise of China, the contrasting evaluations of the international community on it, and the Chinese responses towards them. The course aims to acquaint students with knowledge of China’s involvement in world affairs from historical and contemporary perspectives and train them with an analytical understanding of the dynamics of China’s foreign policy. 

· European International Relations

The aim of the course is to introduce the students to the history of Europe, and European integration theories and practices since 1945. The course is based on reading and the theory and practice of the construction of Europe is analyzed within the framework of the theory and practice of international relations, of modernization and globalization. The course concentrates on rethinking the role of the federalist ideas in the construction of Europe, and in the emergence of a democratic international society. Subsequently a number of important contemporary problems facing the processes of European economic integration will be presented and analyzed. Particular emphasis will be given to the issues like monetary integration and its regional as well as global ramifications, the position of the European welfare state(s) in global competition and the prospects for reforms of the European political-economic model. 

· East Asian International Relations

East Asian International relations course begins with a discussion of what constitutes the Asia Pacific region and examines the impact of Western and Japanese colonization on the region. It then moves on to the Cold War and post-Cold war periods tracing the changing geo-political trajectory of the nations that comprise the region. It then examines a range of bilateral relations covering some of the major powers in regions such as China, Japan, India and the United States. Following this, it moves to the realm of regional and multilateral processes, analyzing their economic and political significance for regional and world politics. Regional organizations such as APEC, ASEAN, ASEAN+3, ARF, ASEM and EAS will be examined in detail to establish the relevance and effectiveness of these institutions in the management of international relations of the region. 

Optional Courses: 选修课程
2 credits for each course
· Sino-US Relations and the US Foreign Policy

This course explores the changing relations between PRC and the United States. One is the world’s sole surviving super-power and the other is the world’s most populous and largest developing country. Following the chronological line, the course will focus on the ways in which China and America were involved with each other on political, military, economic, and cultural levels. Special emphasis will be placed on the significance of mutual perception in shaping mutual behavior and policy. Attention will also be given to how the government and politics of America has played an important role in shaping the contemporary Sino-American relationship. 
· The International Strategy and Foreign Policy of Russia
This course aims to familiarize students with the concept of foreign policy of Russian Federation, its national interests, its comprehensive national resources for implementation of Russian international strategy, as well as the general introduction of the international strategy of Russian Federation since the end of Cold War. This course is also designed to survey the major topics of the foreign policy of Russia, which include:(1) the changing relations between Russia and the United States after the end of the Cold War, influential factors and the prospects of the Russo-American relations in the future;(2) the establishment and development of the strategic partnership between Russia and China;(3) the relations of Russia with the international institutions, for example the United Nations;(4) the relations of Russia with European Union, Japan, India and other countries of the world.
· Introduction to Political Science

This course will provide an overview of the most basic questions in the study of politics. Topics include human nature and society, the coverage of citizenship, the functions of the state, the source of authority, the structure of authority, the dynamics of political change, and a case study on Chinese rural politics.
· Democracy: Theory and Practice

This course is designed for understanding the theory and practice of democracy and democratization. The course shall cover different topics related to democracy and democratization, such as the basic conceptions, principles, measures of democracy, multiple democracy theories, case studies of democratic transformations, and comparative methods useful for knowing well the variety of democracy and democratization. The class requires reading, discussion, and one final research paper.
· Foreign political system
This course mainly teaches the political system of several important countries around the world, including developed democratic countries such as Britain, France, Germany, Russia, Japan, Canada and several developing countries such as India and Mexico. For each country, we will explore the history of political development, contemporary political institutions and their operation, party politics and electoral politics. This course can be seen as a sister course of comparative politics theory. It provides more details and more interesting aspects for the students who study comparative politics, such as the late political events and political speech and debates. From those rich materials, the participants of the course can understand the political system of respective countries deeply and lively.

· Environmental Policy

This course will examine environmental problems from a policy perspective. We will focus on both domestic and global environmental policies with an emphasis on China. The course intends to firstly provide an introduction to theories about environmental policy and policy instruments, and then the transition of environmental policy from the 1970s to the 21st century. Environmental policy dilemmas, such as economic expansion and environmental protection, policy enforcement and compliance, environmental justice, etc., will be discussed. We will examine global environmental issues and the controversies related to them, including climate change, hazardous waste, international trade, and focus on China’s policy responses. The course should be of interest to those with interests in policy design and implementation as well as to those with topical interests in environmental policy and management.
Contact Information:

International Admission Office
Department of International Affairs

Email: admission@sdu.edu.cn
Tel: +86-(0)531 88364854/88364853

Website: http://en.sdu.edu.cn/
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