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PRUEBAS SELECTIVAS DE ACCESO A LA ESCALA SUPERIOR D E 
ADMINISTRACIÓN MEDIANTE EL SISTEMA DE PROMOCIÓN INT ERNA 

(Resolución 192/2016 de 6 de abril) 
CUARTO EJERCICIO : INGLÉS 

Annual report of the European Union's humanitarian aid and civil protection 
policies and their implementation in 2015 

The year 2015 saw a continuing surge in humanitarian crises. Around the world, armed 
conflicts and attacks on civilians increased at an alarming rate. Natural disasters, 
exacerbated by climate change and population growth, are also occurring with 
increasing frequency and intensity. With over 60 million forcibly displaced people in the 
world, protracted displacement has become a major humanitarian, development, 
political and economic challenge. Needs are increasingly outweighing resources and 
the delivery of humanitarian aid and civil protection is becoming more complex. Given 
these unprecedented circumstances, the EU has responded by targeting humanitarian 
aid to the people most in need and most vulnerable, and by upgrading its policy 
response. Through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism, the EU has also ensured a 
well-coordinated response at European level to victims of natural and man-made 
disasters in Europe and elsewhere.  

In 2015 the EU provided humanitarian and civil protection assistance of over 
EUR 1.5 billion. This served to help more than 134 million beneficiaries caught up in 
natural disasters or conflict in over 80 countries. The 2015 humanitarian budget — the 
largest ever executed by the Commission — was a response to the ever increasing 
frequency and severity of natural disasters and other humanitarian crises. 

Syria is the largest ‘source country’ of refugees currently arriving in the EU. The Syrian 
conflict has continued unabated into its fifth year and remains the biggest humanitarian 
and security crisis in the world. In 2015, more than EUR 370 million was allocated to 
life-saving operations in Syria and neighbouring countries. In addition to helping 
displaced populations in their countries of origin, emergency humanitarian interventions 
were funded in transit countries, notably the Western Balkans (EUR 22 million), in 
favour of vulnerable refugees, asylum seekers and migrants. Hungary, Serbia, 
Slovenia, Croatia and Greece activated the EU Civil Protection Mechanism when they 
required immediate material support to cope with the refugee influx.    

In 2015, humanitarian aid to Iraq was significantly increased, with up to nearly EUR 79 
million of the EU budget allocated to one of the most rapidly unfolding humanitarian 
crises worldwide. The protection of civilians is one of the main challenges. Iraq is also 
hosting almost 250 000 Syrian refugees. 

Funding for the Sahel amounted to EUR 229 million with a focus on the food and 
nutrition crisis. Recurrent food crises in the Sahel have severely eroded the resilience 
of the poorest families and have forced hundreds of thousands to leave their homes. 
Conflicts in Mali, the Central African Republic and northern Nigeria — spilling over to 
Chad, Niger and Cameroon — have further exacerbated the food security situation. 
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Continuous armed conflict in South Sudan, a Level 3 emergency, has uprooted millions 
and generated huge humanitarian needs. EU funding, reaching EUR 127 million in 
2015, has supported life-saving activities in South Sudan and helped the South 
Sudanese refugees in neighbouring countries. 

The EU announced in December 2015 a contribution of EUR 125 million to finance 
emergency actions in countries affected by the extreme weather phenomenon ‘El Niño’ 
in Africa, Caribbean, Central and South America. Targeted disaster risk reduction and 
local capacity building actions are supported in areas presenting high local 
vulnerabilities. 

In July 2015, the UN classified the Yemen crisis as a Level 3 emergency. EU 
humanitarian funding, which reached EUR 50 million in 2015, targets both Yemen’s 
internally displaced people and its refugees. Conflict combined with poverty, forced 
displacement and rising food prices have aggravated an already serious humanitarian 
crisis. Yemen is also directly affected by the humanitarian crisis in the Horn of Africa. 

Millions of people in Ukraine are in need of humanitarian aid because of the conflict in 
the eastern part of the country. EUR 30 million from the EU budget was allocated in 
humanitarian and early recovery aid to the people of Ukraine. In addition, in-kind 
assistance was provided through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism. 

EUR 15 million in immediate humanitarian relief was provided to the victims of the 
Nepal earthquake, in addition to the deployment of civil protection experts, search and 
rescue and first-aid teams, and relief items, sent under the EU Civil Protection 
Mechanism. 

Education in emergencies became a major policy priority in 2015. Education is a life-
saving humanitarian intervention in a context of such significant forced population 
movements last year. In 2015, more than 1.5 million children benefited from education 
in emergencies' support.  

In 2015, the EU Civil Protection Mechanism was activated for 25 emergencies (pre-
alert, monitoring and request for assistance) and received 19 requests for direct 
assistance within the EU and in other disaster-stricken countries. 

2015 also saw the most successful edition of the European Civil Protection Forum, the 
large biennial conference bringing together all European and some international civil 
protection stakeholders. The 2015 Forum provided the platform for the official launch of 
work with neighbourhood countries, as well as the new important work strand on 
remotely piloted aircraft systems in civil protection. 


