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AIMS

The aim of this course is to familiarize students with the most outstanding authors and works of medieval
English literature. Students will be provided with the socio-historical framework and will be taught how
to read and analyse critically a series of major works.

SYLLABUS

0. General Characteristics of the Medieval Period

1. Old English Literature
1.1. Christian poetry:
2.1.1. Caedmon and his school: scriptural poetry.
2.1.2. Cynewulf and his school: liturgical poetry.
2.1.3. “The Dream of the Rood”.
1.2. National poetry:
2.2.1. Elegiac poetry: The Wanderer, The Wife’s Lament, Wulf and Eadwacer.
2.2.2. Epic poetry: Beowulf.
2.2.3. Riddles
1.3. Old English prose.

2. Middle English Literature.

2.1. Religious record:
2.1.1.- Ancrene Riwle.
2.1.2.- The debate: The Owl and the Nightingale.

2.2. Religious and secular writing;:
2.2.1.- From heroic poetry to verse romance: the Arthurian cycle.
2.2.2.- The fabliau

2.3. Great individual writers:
2.3.1.- The dream allegory: William Langland's Piers the Ploughman.
2.3.2.- The alliterative revival: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight.
2.3.3.- Geoffrey Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales.

2.4. The transition period: Thomas Malory's Le Morte d’ Arthur.

ASSESSMENT

Written exam (100%).
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